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25 ind and Countrymen 


HAVE frequently heard it 4 8 
JN ſerved, that the moſt flattering ad- 


dreſs which can be made to a true 


_ Engliſhman, is to tell him that he is ru- 
ined; if this is really the caſe, as I have 
ſome reaſon to think it is, ſurely there 
never was a time when adulation was ſo 
_ juſtifiable, when ſo many flattering 
things might be ſaid; and if our feel- 
ings did not ſupercede the neceſſity of 
other proof, ſuch corroborating circum- 
ſtances might be adduced, as would put 
beyond a doubt, a truth ſo cordial to 
Britiſh ears, as the imminency of the 
B 7 deſtruc- : 
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deſtruction which hangs over theſe unit- 
ed kingdoms. It was not to be expect- 
ed, that amidſt the changes which every 


man and thing amongſt us has experi- 


enced, you (the Bulk of the People) 


ſhould eſcape the common viciflitude. 
And hence perhaps it 18, that your con- 
lideration has been ſo different within 


the period of a few months, and avow- 
edly profeſſed fo to be by the ſame in- 
dividuals. You have been called, and 
have been treated too as the moſt reſ- 
pectable tribunal, and as a factious li- 


centious mob; you have been ſtiled the 
wiſdom of the nation, and an ignorant 


banditti. What place you really ought 
to hold in the political ſcale, may be 
one of the deſiderata among our ſtateſ- 
men; but without determining your 
| precedence, no. miniſter . ought to be 
afraid to put himſelf upon his country, 
Whether that country be twelve, or 
twelve million, the cauſe is of impor- 
tance, and the. judgment that ſhall be 
given, eſſential to the peace of every in- 
enuous mind. Even thoſe Who have of 


late 


1 TR 
late affected to he indifferent to the opi- 
nion of their fellow-ſubjeQs, have not 


loſt ſight thro' all the turns and wind- 
ings of their conduct, of any clue 
which might lead them to it; and 


where direct applications and intreaties 


have failed, female embaſſies , have not 
been forgotten: for my own part, I 
ſhall lay before you a true account of 
what has paſſed, and you will, I doubt 
not, give your verdict according to the 
evidence; and here I ſhall not addreſs 5 
you as a jury of the Fame. I will not 
| have recourſe to former verſatilities, or 
paaaſt miſcarriages, to ground from thence 
the probability of the preſent charge; I 
will not now upbraid the miniſter with 


former inconſiſtencies, or benefits for- 


gotten, recent tranſactions ſhall only now 
be mentioned; and how far his conduct 


is defenſible ſince the zoth of laſt July, | 


ſhall coafine my ' preſent enquiry : it is 

1 5 to be hoped, that the moſt impatient, 
the moſt deſirous of novelties have been 
ſated with the late changes. Men of deſ- 


perate fortunes, and of evil intentions 
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to the public, can alone find their ac- 


count in ſuch continual fluctations. It 


is time to hope that ſome ſtable govern- 
ment ſhould be eſtabliſned, that ſome- 
thing like order and permanency ſhould 


take place, that after the variety of ſyſ- 
tems which have been formed and 
broken, ſucceeded by ſomewhat as emp- 
ty at leaſt, and inſubſtantial as the air 


bubble which went before it, men would 


at length unite their beſt endeavours for 
the ſafety of the whole : it is impoſſible, 
but that amidſt the variety of men 
which have appeared on the public 
ſcene, you ſhould have ſome option, 

ſome attachment to particular meaſures, 


and in conſequence to men: common 


obſervers will: not heſitate to ſtile this 
attachment or prepoſſeſſion, ſiding with 


party, and will attempt to drown every 


other Reflection in imputations of ſel- 
fiſh private prejudices and deſigns. In 
the preſent uncertain ſtate of things, 


when the ſprings of government have 
paſſed through ſo many hands, that 


1 have loſt that ſecret elaſtic power 


which 
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Lord R my 
country expoſed to the re raſh- 
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which gave it vigour and efficacy, you 


will I hope attribute whatever might 
otherwiſe bear the caſt of a particular 


idea in favour of ſome one man, or ſet 


of men, to the deſire of ſome govern- 


ment or other, of ſome ſettled plan of 
adminiſtration, which might reſtore our 


foreign conſideration, and our domeſtic 
union. And you will eaſily perceive, that 
though in the preſent moment, 1 ſcarce 
know what to wiſh, I well know what 
to fear. So averſe am I to repeated 
changes, that I am truly forry for the 
diſmiſſion of the late miniſtry, becauſe 
| they were ſucceeded by the preſent. I could 
have acquieſced for the ſake of peace 


and quietneſs at leaſt in the inability of 
, that I might not ſee my 


neſs of the Earl of of 2243 wi ſh, tho' 
I ſcarcely hope it an union of every ho- 


neſt man. I fear nothing more than 
the extravagancy of our preſent M r. 


There ſeemed to be a favourable "TP in 
which the moſt jarring intereſts bid 
fair to be conciliated, and when the 
CEE various 
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various diviſions and ſubdiviſions amongſt 
us, ſeemed willing to be repreſented in 
government, but this ſuited not the am- 


bition of his Lordſhip, nor the lucra- 


tive deſigns of his friends, nor his own 


plan of deſpotiſm: he will not admit 
even a Brother near the throne. It is 
not deſigned or pretended to give ex- 
tracts of private letters, or cabinet con- 
verſations. The facts here ſpoken of 
| ſhall be of public notoriety, and an ap- 
peal may be ſafely made to the general 
bulk, even of thoſe who ſtand the moſt 
commonly informed for the truth of 
the particulars. It was generally be- 


lieved, that on the 15th of July laſt, ſuch 


propulitpns were made by the Earl of 
0 
accepted but however that might be, 


as he never deſigned ſhould be 


they were certainly ſo humiliating, ſo 


narrow and proſcriptive, that the noble 


Lord, to whom they were offered, re- 


n jected them with a moderation and a 
firmneſs, which did credit both to his 
temper and his judgment. The public 
Have already been acquainted with the 


particulars 


E 
particulars of the negociation, as well as 
with the reſpective ſtipulations which 
accompanied his acceſſion to power. The 
event was, Mr. Pitt's acceptance of a 
Peerage, and a /ine cure unreſponſible 
office for himſelf, his beſtowing on 
his friends and dependents, and on 
thoſe who ſtood in the way, Grants, 
Penſions, and Reverſions, to the amount 
of the intereſt of a million, his con- 
temptuous diſmiſſion of thoſe who did 
not throw themſelves at his feet, and his 
continuing thoſe in office, of whoſe ſub- 
miſſions he thought himſolf aſſured: With 
regard to the Peerage, I will freely own, 
tho' I am not much verſed in Crowner's 
Queſt Law, that had 1 been upon the 
jury, I could not have brought it in 
Treaſon, nor even a Conſtructive Breach 
of the Peace, I ſhould certaialy have 
found him only, Felo.de . 

I heartily hope, however, that the 
Peerage has had one effect, which we 
were publickly aſſured it was intended 
to produce, and which tho' now become 
a matter of more indifference to the 

commu—- 
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but I ſuppoſe the Greeks Rn this, and 
from henceforth an earldom will be in- 
variably preſcribed to a confirmed De- 
mocrate. But, ſeriouſly, Ihave always 


111 
community, would be the moſt ſignal 
advantage which Mr. Pitt can or eyer 


will derive from it, I mean the amend- 


ment of his health; in conſideration of 


bis infirm ſtate of health, (ſays the ma- 


nifeſto of the 16th of July) the King 
has been pleaſed to call Mr. Pitt up to 


the Houſe of Peers: this 1s rather a ne- 


ſpecific for the gout... Skilful phyſicians | 


have applied it in obſtinate tumors, 


and it has always healed and quieted; 


thought Mr. Pitt's acceptance of a peer- 


age to be the effect of a timid: intereſted. 
mind, and of an intereſt not well un- 


derſtood. I have looked upon it as a 


ſignal of his withdrawing from the re- 
1 ſponfible poſts of buſineſs ; and though 
he is ſo obliging to himſelf and friends, 

as to receive the profits of a lucrative 


Ine cure, and to take the trouble of na- 
ming to every civil, eocleſiaſtical and 


e vacancy, yet he is ſo ſerupu- 
lous 


1 
louſly juſt to thoſe whom he has either 
ſuffered, or named to be his ſubalterns 
in government, that he gives them up 
all his ſhares in any cenſure that may ac- 
crue from the meaſures he has directed. 
Among many other inconveniencies 
vhich but too evidently How from fre- 
quent changes in adminiſtration, it is not 
ſurely the leaſt, that men become dead- 
ened to every public feeling, and are 
tempted to aſcribe the whole to what is 
but too true of the greater part, fa- 
mily conteſts, and the love of power. 
There is, however, in ſpite of the in- 
tereſted reſentments and jealouſies of in- 
dividuals, a public intereſt, a common 
weal, which every man ſhould remem- 
ber, and to which, as to a ſafe and ſteady 
ſtandard, the pretenſions of every man, 
whether in or out of office, ſhould be 
referred. We will draw a veil over the 
farce of any former day. It was to be 
hoped, that, now he is ſafely entered into 
the Hoſpital of Invalids, he would leave off 
the jeu de Theatre, and we will commence 
a ſerious enquiry, what inſtruments he 
965 employs; 
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employs, what doctrines he has broach- 


ed, what meaſures he has purſued, 


what ſteps he has taken to aboliſh party 
diſtinctions, and to ſummon to the aſſiſt- 
ance of the public, every ſpecies of abili- 
ty, under what denomination ſoever it 


be found. Thee are objects of national 
Importance they reſpe the confidence, 
the ſecurity, nay, the very exiſtence of 
Great Britain, and will be affected by 
the events of the laſt five months, long 
after the individuals now concerned in 
them ſhall have been removed from pub- 
lic notice. Conſider a little the ſtate 
Mr. Pitt was in when he was ſent to, 
the common ties of friendſhip, the un 
common reaſons for gratitude which 


were on him, with regard to Lord Tem- 


ple, requited him to have formed a 
vernment in conjunction with him. 
Public motives coincided 'with this ; 
he could by no other means ſecure a 
| comprehenſive and able adminiſtration, | 
ora permanent one. His own intereſt 
required 'the fame; no other bottom 
evul be fo ſecure, no other ſupport ſo 


cordial. 


> 
cordial. He has contradicted all theſe 
principles, ſacrificed them all, and even 
the hopes of his continuing miniſter, to 
the vanity and ambition of the moment, 
and choſe cyphers, that he might appear 
the decimal. If ever there was a period 
that ſeemed to promiſe us ſome reſpite at 
leaſt from the ſtruggles of contending 
parties, it was that in which we were 
taught to hope for a coalition of thoſe 
who were ad/e to ſerve the public, and 
for a ſtate of quietiſm and ſeceſſion from 
thoſe, who, from a twelvemonth' 8 expe- 
rience of their inability, were ready e- 
0 nough to make way for any ſucceſſors, 
and who, nevertheleſs, could have given 
£7 that trouble from their numbers, which 


need never have been apprehended from 5 


their capacity: I mean the month of Ju- 
ly laſt. The REL party was not even 
convinced, by the large majority wh hich 
had attended every meaſure they had pro- 
| poſed, of their ability to carry on the 
public buſineſs ; ſo far were they from 
ſatisfying others, that they were not con- 
tented with themſelves, and would thank- 
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fully therefore have laid hold of any pre- 


tence for reſignation, upon which they 


might have grounded the leaſt claim to 


popularity; but ſo unfortunate were they, 


that during the whole negotiation with 
Mr. Pitt, they could agitate no queſtion 
in which the public took an intereſt. 
Their promotion had been beheld with 
ſurprize, the notice of their diſmiſſion 
was received without regret. But the 
Great Commoner, in the true ſpirit of a 
mighty conqueror, diſdaining a bloodleſs 
victory, determined to have the appear- 
ance of a ſtorm, though the enemy had - 
long before. ſurrendered at diſcretion ; 
and when he might not only have gained 
his point, but likewiſe the thanks and 
ſupport of the Marquis of Refs 
his friends, (had he obſerved thoſe civili- 
ties which are barely decent ;) he choſe 
the temperate moderate plan of diſmiſ- 
ſing a nobleman of high rank, in a man- 
ner which, had it been applied to a 
menial ſervant, might perhaps have 
been excuſeable, which afterwards: ſub- 


. him to a treatment, which he 
— 
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thought 1t more prudent to put up with, 
and then afterwards to deny that he had 
received it. Be this as it may, the fact 
is, that the Rockingham party might, 
by the very commoneſt attentions, have 
been conciliated, Lord Temple and the 
Bedſords might have been united, Mr. 

Grenville, though he refuſed to accept 
of any office, nay, inſiſted that no ſti- 
pulation ſhould be made for him, had 
promiſed to aſſiſt and ſupport his brother 


as far as he conſiſtently could. Every 


thing that could promiſe harmony to 
councils, and ſtability to government, 
ſeemed to depend only on the iſſue of the 
Negotiation; when unfortunately for this 
country, that ſpirit f haughtineſs and of 
diſcord. (vide Fuentes's Memorial, pre- 
ſented in 1761) which involved us in a 
foreign war, now continued no leſs de- 
ſtructive diſſentions and animoſities at 
home. In ſhort, Lord Rockingham was 
affronted by the mere manner of his diſ- 
miſſion. Lord Temple had a propoſition 
made to him, the terms of which were 
an inſult on 1 his opinions and ſituation. 
Thoſe 
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Thoſe who were connected with him, 


not only by the ties of blood, but of 
ſentiment, were diſgracefully parodied 


with raw unexperienced novices in buſi» 


neſs. In plainer words, Lord Lyntleton 
Was co . with Mr. 


2nd 


Lord Sb and the preference given 


to the 19 485 The Bedford party were 

45 proſcribed, and deciſively pronounced to 
be utterly inadmiſſible. The conſe- 
quence of all this was the very reverſe of 
what might naturally be expected; and 
as it is not eaſy to reconcile this mode of 
conduct with the ordinary rules and 


ſtrict terms of ſound prudence, it muſt 
be the prer ogative of Mr. Pitt's ſuperior 


diſcretion, founded on fate neceſſity, 
that can alone juſtify this meaſure. But 


he is reſponſible to the public, not only 


for thoſe whom he has diſguſted and re- 
fuſed, but for thoſe likewiſe whom he 
has put forward. Conſider a little who 
they are, and what it has coſt the public 
to have them placed there, and you will : 


not have much idea of his knowledge of 


mankind, or of his attention to public 


economy. 


it anon oats as 


"TY 
economy. This recruiting officer muſt 
have thought that men were ſcarce in- 


deed, when ſuch high terms were pro- 
poſed.. But the ſervice they were to be 


employed'in might perhaps be of ſuch a 
nature, as required ſomething more than 
bare aſſurances of honourable and gen- 
teel uſage, and therefore, with ſerjeants 


Sosby and Turner, thoſe able advocates 


for the honourable United Eaſt-India 
Company, he is content to give them a 
ſpecimen of what they will hereaſter re- 
ceive, not forgetting the nota bene, 
That Bringers are handſomely rewarded. 
Conſidering the fertility of Mr. Pitt's 
genius, it might have been expected, that 
the arcanum of his government would 


not have been ſo old and thread - bare an 


_ expedient as that of bargain and ale. 
But the ableſt generals have been fetter d 
by their allies; and when it is remem- 


bered, that the grants, penſions and peer- 

ages, beſtowed within theſe five months, 

have gone to an extent ſcarcely to be 
paralleled by five years of any former 

als. it muſt be remembergd, that they 
2 took 
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took place upon Mr. eng 99 W990 
with his Grace of N t 0, Wo oe 


favourite ſyſtem they muſt. certain ly be 
intended as an honour and a compliment. 
It cannot, however, but be lamente * 
that this country, well nigh! exhauſted 
by a, burthenſome and diſpendious war, 
ſhould be precluded from availing  itfe] 0 ; 
of the peace, by a devouring fart” of of 
profuſion at home. And Vet, as if the 
faculties of Siving grew with the o- 
caſions of exerting them, men's Te : 
have been prevented, their very wiſ hes 
anticipated, 4 court of claims ere efted, 
3 every pretenſion was to be allow 5 
ed. Several have been even reminded of 
2 deſires, while the greater part - 
indeed did not wait to be ſent to, but 
conſidered the uncertainty ; and confuſion 
of the times, as the beſt title to what 
they wanted. Upon this plan, and with 
theſe encouragements, the public has : 
ſeen an adminiſtration formed under the 
guidance of one who means to direct 
every meaſure without being amenable 
to oh country for any. Nor will it, be 
* 
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an exception to this aſſertion, if per- 


chance the noble Earl ſhould find him- 
ſelt Þ reſpited from his frequent infirmi- 
ties, as to ſtafid up (as common obſery- 


ers would phraſe 10 in defence of his mi- 
niltry; but in fact, to diſavow thoſe ſen- 


iments in words, however he might 
with to adopt them in principle, with 


| which he firſt inſpired them, (referring to 
| his opinion in council on the legality of 


the proclamation.) It has heretofore been 


4 thought one of the greateſt ſecurities to 
_ this country, that though by the law 
the King can do no wrong, yet the mi- 


niſter i 18 anſwerable for his conduct in 
government. But the head and heart of 


this An are beyond the reach of the 
public juſtice. The man who directs and 
controuls every meaſure has found ſome 


ou hand to depoſite him in a lucrative of- 


fice, and leaves the executors of his com- 


ands to anſwer for the propriety of thoſe 


x theafutes, in public, which he will not 


them to diſpute in private. It is a 
Hindatfental objection to the preſent mi- 


Hitt) tat on man has it in his power to 
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direct a meaſure without being reſpott- 
ſible for the conſequences, and after fuin- 


ing, to elude the nation, by putting for- 
ward his men of ſtraw. It is of 1 import- 


ance to endeavour to prevent ſuch an in- 


ſult on the underſtanding, as well as the 
juſtice of Great Britain. What hold 


| have we now upon the regard which the 
"3 Earl of C— 
when he can | with impunity carry es 
execution any meaſure which his pre- 
ſumption may ſuggeſt to him? For in- 
ſtance, if an enquiry ſhould be made (as 
ſurely it might very reaſonably be) who 
it was that adviſed the annihilation of 
the Board of Trade, by ſtripping it of 
| thoſe conſtitutional powers with which 
it was before veſted, and degrading it in- 


m may have for himſelf, i 


to a board of mere reference; 1 ſay, if 
ſuch an enquiry ſhould be made, no 


doubt but the great Earl would i imme- 
diately diſclaim it, and leave it to that 


unhappy young nobleman, who, though 15 
he found the Board of Trade alone much 


too heavy for him ſome few months be- 


fore, has now en himſelf with the 
direction 


* 
_ 


TW 
direction and reſponſibility of all the offi - 
ces of the American colonies, in additi- 
on to the buſineſs of the ſouthern de- 
partment, at a time too when the tem- 
per of thoſe colonies required the utmoſt 


vigilance and experience, and when the 
department had been juſt fled from, up- 
on account of the difficulties with which 
it was ſurrounded. It would be an a- 
| larming circumſtance to any other ſet of 
men, than thoſe in whom the fear of 
loſing their emoluments gets the better of 
all other apprehenſions, to find, that 
hen his lordſhip condeſcends to hear 
(which word I beg my reader will ob- 
ſerve I do not uſe to ſignify hearken to, or 
obey) the advice of others, the perſons 
made choice of are not the officiating 
miniſters. He does not think proper to | 
concert with them the ſteps which, how- 
ever, he expects they ſhould defend: but 
they are, it ſeems, implicitly to receive 
and vindicate any propoſition which he 
may think proper to convey to the public 
through any channel. For the truth of 
Ms, I need only appeal to the E. I. bu- 
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of being conſulted, were Mr. 
O——m, and Mr: C neither knew 


the purport or the extent of the propoſi- 


tion, or even ſo much as the time at which 
it was to be made, till he came down to 


the Houſe of Commons, But it will na; 
turally enough be enquired, Who are 
theſe obedient, good-humoured, confid- 
ing. acquieſcing, bearing and forbearing 
gentlemen, who are content to receive 
their ſalaries, and every blame which 
may ariſe during their m, while they 
leave to the Earl of C m the directi- 
on of every meaſure, the nomination to 

_ every employment, and the freedom, as 


far as tbey can give it, from every cenſure 


or imputation? It might have been ex- 
pected, that for his own ſake he would 


have put forward names which the public 


were accuſtomed to hear of in buſineſs. 


Their pretenſions to regularity and rou- 


tine would at leaſt have afforded ſome co- 
lour for the aſſertion, that they were to 
act from themſelves. As it now ſtands, 


1 


the departments are filled either with 
men who are total ſtrangers to the buſi- 
neſs, or with thoſe who have found them- 
ſelves, and been found unequal to the 
taſk, or with thoſe who have been much 
diſguſted, and lend their names with dif- 


1 fidenee and reluctance. The firſt claſs 


will / comprehend the D. of G. and Lord 
We ＋ what ſecret charm is the Earl 
of 8.— to arrive at knowledge and ex- 
perience to preſide over the negotiations 
with France and Spain, and the compli- 


cuted intereſts of Great Britain and the 5 


colonies, when he ſo lately acknowledged 
himſelf unfit and unequal to the ſmalleſt 
branch of that department? The idea, 
that men in general will ever bring them- 
ſelves to think that theſe are the real mi- 
niſters, is ſuch an impoſition on their 
credulity, and ſuch a contempt of their 
| underſtanding, as can be equalled f only 
by the inſolence of the attempt itſelf. 1 


ſhould teally have thought, as his Lord- 


ſnip had been ſo long uſed to theatrical 

exliibitions, that he would have collect- 

n for the droll of the preſent 
ſeaſon, 
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| ſeaſon, a ſet of figures nearer to life, eſ- 


pecially too, as he has ſpared no expence, 


and his commiſſions have been unlimited. 


The only property they have, which ap- 


proaches towards exiſtence, is, that they 


are as big as the life ; in every other par- 


ticular they are materially deficient, and 
their heads and hands, unleſs continually 

ſupported and played by the great wire 

_ maſter, droop down, and return to a 

ſtate of inaction. To ſpeak without 


a metaphor, the perſons Lord Cm 


has made choice of to fill the nominal 
poſts of government, are ſuch as will ne- 

ver be generally believed to haye been 
5 deſigned 1 to execute the buſineſs of them. 
The only man of abilities whom he has 


employed, was preſſed into the ſervice : 


he knew the gentleman's irreſolution, 
and therefore he gave him but eight and 
forty hours to conſider of it: he knew cf 
too the bias of his temper, and there- 
fore gave him to underſtand, that he was 
to take the office then Ws him, or to 
have none at all. Had more time been 
allowed, or a meſſage leſs compulſory 


been 


1 


been ſent to him, I am perſuaded that he 


would not have ſubmitted ever to echo 


thoſe traditional- ſentiments, which the 


whim and caprice of another may prompt T 
him to dictate. But his lively i imagina- 


tion may perhaps have rather run away 


with his judgment, even uncorrected by 
the frequent advertiſements he has re- 
_ ceived from certain quarters; ſuch as, 
« to reſerve his abuſe forhisabſent friends 


« and relations, and not to beſtow it on 


e the preſent Adminiſtration.” {And as 
gain, te that it was expected he ſhould 

4 give, not merely an official ſupport, but 

« that he ſhould ſet his ſhoulders to the 
Work.“ But I will leave him to form 
that plan of ſound policy for the govern- 
ment of the colonies, which in the laſt 


ſeſſion he declared to be fo eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary, that he did not heſitate to pro- 


nounce that ' Adminiſtration criminal, 

which ſhould neglect ſo important a con- 
cern. I will leave him too the rather, 
as he mult be very much perplexed how 
to diſpoſe of the overplus of revenue 


which is ariſen. from! our flouriſhing 
Country ; 
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( 28 ] 
Country; and diſtreſſed as he muſt be, 
in what channels to convey thoſe copi- 


ous fountains of wealth, which. have of 
late ſo liberally been, poured into the 
| parched Britiſh Exchequer, The re- 


maining part of the miniſtry was com- 
poſed of ſuch as Lord Cm had found 
in office, whom he intended ſhould hold 


their places as long as he ſhould think 


proper, and on whoſe unreſerved ſubmiſ- 


ſions he flattered himſelf he could depend. 
In this ſituation of things, buoyed up by 
inſidious flatterers, who were continually 
ünſinuating to him (Lord C- 
he was the deſire and expectation of all 


men, that his return to power would be 


m) that 


a new æra to the Britiſh glory ; betraye d 


dy the implicit obedience he met with 
ſrom his nominees, into a belief of ge- 


neral, Nays univerſal, ſubmiſſion without 


doors, it is no wonder that a temper 
framed and conſtituted like his, ſhould 


think this country ripe for any propoſi- 
tion which he might make. This, per- 


haps, is the beſt apology, as it ſeems to 
; be the moſt probable reaſon far his un- 


_ neceſſary 
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neteſtify avowal of che doctrines of Nite 
f y, and a diſpenſing power. T6 
ded 4 proclamation at his peril, 
knowing it illegal, would have been 

Nen to take the ottdfion of a ne- 
ceffary act, to prbcute a juſtification of 


the bifpenfing | power; to endeavour to 
how power to caſes of private pro- 
perty, to Which it was not ſtretched eveh 
Byte corrupt lawyers of James II. 
5 to oblige his law friend to ſupport this 
doctrine, then to diſavow it and bim; 
firſt} to avoid the word, then to diſclaim 
the principle,” tho' every argument agg 
eve ty cavil he uſed tended to ſupport W. a 
is füch a mixture of deſperation, igno 
_ and meanneſs, that I hope but ole 


n is guilty of. What is the plain, 


— cbt inference from all this, but 
that having lifted himſelf to power upon 

the opinion of his countrymen, he has 
now thrown off the maſk, and proved 
his virtue fpurious, his zeal for liberty a 
mere pretence; and the conſequences are 


obvious, ſhame at having been deceived, 


| and hom ai_n the deceiver: We 


3 * tagious 


[3%] 
10 tagious is example, that the man who 
I had paſſionately declared, that the coti- 
bl ſtitution was at an end, if the meaneſt 
j ſubject, falſely - impriſoned but for an 
= hour, could hot obtain the fulleſt redreſs, 
| and that one hour of liberty could not be 
| eſtimated, is now become ſo indifferent 
to the cauſe of freedom, that he ventures 
to ſpeak of a Tyranny, even of forty days, 
not only with patience, but with ridicule. 
There is one circumſtance which-renders 
the fate of this country peculiarly ſingu-. J 
lar, that it ſhould be put in jeopardy by 
the ſame men, from doctrines leading to 
the two extremities which our conſtitu- 
tion has to fear, democracy and tyranny. 
That thoſe who once thought it their 
intereſt to halloe the people on to facti- 
5 cus tumults, to appeal to them as to the 
jj chief arbiters of right and wrong, to 
k teach them to complain, and, ere they're. 
1 injured, ſet them to reſiſt, ſhould ever 
mud it geceſſary or convenient to hold up 
the doctrine of prerogative, to harangue 
on tate neceſſity, to talk of a power ſu- 
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4311 | 
ten this fictitious power with the oſten- 
fible epithet of legiſlative, as if the ſud- 
den occaſion could make it intuitively 
legal; yet theſę doctrines are ſo branded 
in the front, that there is little danger 
of their meeting with civil reception a- 
mongſt us, even were they backed by 
official authority, and counterſigned by 
the terrors of miniſterial proſcription. 
It is to be hoped too, that there is as 
little danger of an abatement of reverence 
for our ——, from the idea that he ap- 
| Proves of bete doctrines, becauſe he em 
ploys and truſts the patrons of them. It 
cannot be doubted, but that he will take 
every occaſion of ſhewing them, that the 
venting ſuch opinions is not the way to 
recommend themſelves to his favour, 
and that theſe are not the doctrines of 


his court. It would be barbarous to up- 


braid a diſappointed public, or elfe one 
might inſiſt on that general expectation, 
which was affected to be entertained of 
the beneficial effects to be derived on 
theſe kingdoms from Mr. Pitt's acceſſion 
to * A ſtranger would have con- 
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cluded from our prints and papers, for 
the idea ſcarce extended beyond them, 
that our national debt would have been 


inſtantly cancelled, and that we ſhould 


haye at once become an opulent, flouriſh» 


ing, united, and happy nation. This 


Was the great deſideratum in ſtate medi- 
cine, the lenient balm to heal our broken 
and wounded conſtitution, the grand 
anodyne that was to free us from all our 
pains and diſtempers. It ſeemed indeed 
no very promiſing ſymptom of ſucceſs, 
that this licentiate, like ſome others, ar- 
rogated to himſelf the ſole. faculty "Bn 

Judging and preſcribing to his patients, 
and before he entered upon their cure, 
ſpent much time in bidding them beware 
of counterſeits. There were ſome infi- 
dels indeed, who dared to doubt of the 


univerſality of this remedy, who thought, 


that however people might have been 
dazzled with the honefires on the French 
coaſt, and particularly with the impor- 
: tant conqueſt of Belleiſle, yet expence 
would be but ill adapted to the exhauſt- 
ed ſtate of our finances. But theſe were 
ſoon 4 


{ 33] 


ſoon told, that the great Earl's abilities 
grew with, and were ſuited to the occa- 
ſions which required them; that it was 
pedling to talk of expence, when vigour 
and ſucceſs were the returns for it; and 
that leaving finance to thoſe whoſe parti- 
cular province it was, his endeavours 
would be exerted to ſettle that conſtitu- 
tion, and deliver it down incorrupted, 
which he bad before maintained and 


preſerved. | Matters are now come to an 


iſſue, and ſufficient time has elapſed to 
ground a fair enquiry, how far he has 
an ſwered the promiſes of his | induſtrious 
political ſponſors. _ He has preſerved the 


_ conſtitution, by aſſerting, in its full force, 


a ſtate neceſſity: he has maintained the 


liberty of the ſubject, by pleading for the 


diſpenſing power: he has defended their 
property, by authorizing meſlages to be 
ſent to a great, money'd' Company, inti- 
mating the impending power of parlia- 
ment. Thoſe who would be thought to 
' ſpeak his language, have not ſcrupled to 
charge them with a forfeiture of their 
charter, have ſpoken of their territorial 
Poſſeſſions 
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poſſeſſions as diſpoſrable by parliament, 
and have added, in no very equivocal 
terms, that a conſiderable fine can alone 
purchaſe the ceſſion of its pretenſions. 
He has ſhewn himſelf fo true an œcono- 
miſt for his ——, that the Civil Liſt, 
which in july laſt was nine months in 
arrear, is now a compleat twelvemonth 
behind-hand ; and the public are in- 
debted to him for the appointment ef 

_ ambaſſadors extraordinary, aid de camps 


extraordinary, Commander inChiefextra- 
ordinary, and a variety of others, which, 
even in theſe piping times of peace, he 


thought indiſpenſable for the ſafety of 
the whole. I ſpeak now of things actu- 
ally done and given; what was offered 


and refuſed, is a ſeparate conſideration, | 


though it forms an additional proof, could 


any be ſuppoſed neceſſary, of the noble 
Lord's good- will to the public, which I 
believe is exactly adequate to his know= 
| Kd of, and care for the management 
of its revenues. Still the old queſtion 
recurs, What advantage has been derived 
to this countty from Lord Chatham's 
Preſent 


35 } 


preſent adminiſtration ? Much expence 


has been incurred, much offence has been 
given, alarms have been communicated 
to monied bodies, eſſentially affecting 


public credit; jealouſies have been Gar. 


among the landed gentlemen, as if their 
XZ intereſts were to be ſacrificed to Ameri- ' 

can and mercantile ideas: the 
been adviſed to ſhower that proſuſion of 
| honours and graces, which ſaps its digni- 
t leſſens the very favours it confers, 
and infuſes ſuſpicions, of corrupt deſigns C 
qe ſtabliſhments of every kind have been 
3 loaded, conſtitutional queſtions, have been 
ſtirred, and, as far as the — could do it by FE: 
their ſpeeches, decided againſt the letter, 


- has 


as well as ſpirit c of our Magna, Charta. A- 


- midſt this attention to private emolument, 
to official permanency, and this neglect of 
public objects, and former ſpecious promi- 
ſes, many may be temptedtocnquire, what. 
is, become of all thoſe plans with Which 
the good people were a amuſed by the 
Noble Lord, when be was out of, power ? 


Where is that redreſs for their grievances, 


that. relief from. their burdens, that pro- 
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[56 ] 
viſion for their ſecurity, Which they 
were ſo frequently taught to expect, 


whenever he ſhould come into office? f 


Where are all the ideas of annual par- 


laments with which the miſerable Po- 


pulace have been deluded?” Where are 
the great reſources, the ſtrong ſtamina 


of revenue, which were ſo often talked off 
| How comes it, that thoſe unſound parts 
= the conſtitution, againſt which ſuch 
| frequent anathemas were denounced, 
ſtill remain? Are not theſe the great na- . 
tional objects they were before, or have 
2 they ceaſed to be ſo, only with reſpect to 
him ? Has he looked upon them as the 
ſteps to dominion, and is he now willing 
to throw them away, for fear any ſhould” 
climb up after him? His confidence is 
ſo unlimited in the modeſty of Parl— t, 
that he will not put it to the hazard, 


whether he may not meet with a leſs 


baſhful one: bis truſt is ſo extenſive i in 
the reſources of this country, that he is 
not afraid of adding to, inſtead of dimi- 
niſhing its burthens. Where is his atten- 


tion to the poor? Are they to be allowed 
condign 


- of 
2 
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18 4 
condign puniſhment and ſpeedy juſtice ? 
The order in which theſe are placed is 
exceedingly proper and natural, in the 
very teeth of the aſſertion /equizur pede 


pena claude. What is his Lordſhip ſo keen 
for bloodſhed, that his puniſhment muſt 


outrun his juſtice, the one a winged meſ- 


ſenger may bear, the other ſome tardy 
_ cripple. Was he always ſuch an enemy 


to popular tumult? Some will be apt to 


think (as indeed, in the preſent times, 
whatis it that they will not think) that 
the ſeeds of our late domeſtic riots were 
ſown laſt year, in the connivance and 
encouragement given to the outrages in 
America, in the conceſſions made, in 
the time and manner of their being 
made, which carried the appearance f 
a reward, rather than a relief. They will 


be apt to draw compariſons between the 


ſtarving, puniſhed Engliſhman, and the 
tumultuous, favoured American, and he 
led to enquire, by what code, what char- 
ter, what prerogative, the diſtinction is 

authoriſed, which allots to the one, wan- 

5 toning in licentiouſneſs, his own heart's 
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38 
deſire, an exemption from the moſt juſt, 
neceſſary, and (conſidering the ſituation 
and pretenſions of Great Britain) com- 


paſſionate demands, and which awards 


to the other, labouring under the preſſure 
of that hard taſk-maſter, want and po- 
verty, opprobrious names, and a diſgrace- 


ful and ſpeedy puniſhment. hut let 
them ſuffer, let them rot, let them ſtarve, 
the Noble Lord, ſays, he has held the 
cap long enough to the people; a demo- 8 
cratical peer is a ſoleciſm, or, in the 
grammatical language of the affable Earl 3 
of N= 
| hoped, hat the people will not wear the = 
cap he has prepared for them, and it is 
believed they will not, if any judgment E 
can be formed from the reception given 
to the negotiations of his buſy friends 
for a congratulatory addreſs from the 
city of London. Whatever his opinions 
may be at preſent concerning the com- 
mon people, they are ſubject to altera- 
tion; they have varied, they will pro- 
bably vary again; and therefore, if theſe 
ben ſhould \chanee: to be peruſed fix | 


a very. ſarcaſm. 
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weeks hence, the reader will recollect, 


that they' are not intended to foretel 


what will happen at ſo diſtant a period: 
this muſt be conſidered as a Red Book, 
corrected only to the 1 1th of this inſtant. 
January; and when one conſiders what 
a retroſpect it has, ſo far back as laſt 
July, full five centuries in politics, the 
variety of men diſmiſſed, diſguſted, in- 
treated, inſulted, applied to, refuſed, 


purchaſed, (I mean in an honourable 


way, and for their country's good) dur- 
ing that period, it reminds one a little 
of the forty thouſand conferences which 
the prophet Mahomet is ſaid to have had 
with the Deity, and yet, that he found, 
at his return from them, that all the wa- 
ter was not run out from a pitcher which 
had juſt been thrown down at his quit- 
ting his apartment: or the ſtory in the 
Spectator, of the man dipping his head 
into a barrel, and thinking he had lived 
for years on a diſtant coaſt, when he had 
only plunged in, and taken his head up 
immediately. Great politicians and mi- 
niſters can never meaſure time by the 


F 2 : ordinary 


10 ordinary limits aſſigned to it. The im- 
mutable Earl of C-—, who has indeed 
taken inconſtancy from fortune, and beſtow- 

ed it, he be/t knows where, muſt, I am 
convinced, 1n his own idea, have had a 
very long adminiſtration : he muſt look 
upon himſelf as an old, a very old mi- 
niiſſter. No body will pretend to ſay, that 
in five months he can have varied his 
opinions and his conduct, to particular 
bodies of men, five ſeveral times; that 
in July, for inſtance, he broke off a treaty 
with his brother, becauſe he would not 
admit Lord Gower to any participation 
in government; that in Auguſt, Sep- 

*\| 1; _ tember, October, and November, they, 
1604 „„ Gand his friends) were fit, 
6 and unfit, admiſſible and inadmifſſible, 
HO the objects of his contempt, and of his 
141 application; and that in December, he 
| 144 „ ſtipulated in their behalf additional bur- 
R thens to the Civil Liſt, in order to 
li 1 .._ gan them. Theſe are the tranſactions 
19.4 of a life, the reſults of much experience, 
1:1 | much knowledge of mankind, and muſt. 
FUR not be computed by vulgar equations of 
hours 
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[41] 
hours and minutes; and therefore it is 
but juſtice to ſay, when the tranſitions 
of opinion and the changes of inſtruments 
are mentioned, that they ought to he 


meaſured by Aae computation. The 
Earl of C— 
keeper ; and if you caſt up what he has 
got for himſelf and his immediate de- 


has a particular :ime- 


pendants, vou will find that he has been 


as well rewarded as Mr. Harriſon. The 
great omiſſion ſeems to be, the not inſiſt- 
ing on its being made public, which I 
think, for the general benefit, ought im- 
mediately to be done; in anſwer to 
vhich, I have heard it urged, that it is 
much doubted, whether the inſtrument 
is perfect, and that it is now upon its 


laſt trial. But the whole of his Lord- 


5 ſhip” $ adminiſtration has not been ſpent 
in application and treaty ; time has been 
found too for expoſtulation, and for diſ- 
miſſion: he was not ſatisfied with the 
manner in which he had behaved to- 
wards Lord Rm in July laſt ; he 
choſe to ſtamp him with an additional] 
mark of his diſpleaſure, and in the per- 


ſon 


[ 42 ] 
ſon too of a nobleman who had been par- 
ticularly attached to himſelf, and for'the 
ſake too of one, who, after having 
received his ſeat in Pp, and of- 
fices to the amount of 1800 J. per 
annum, from the 8 of N. had choſen 
the very honourable part of deſerting his 
Grace, and becoming a proſelyte to the 
Earl of C-— : every remonſtrance was 
In vain, every refutation of the reaſons 
£ given ſeemed to ſtrengthen the determi- 
nation. It was ſaid, that the office be- 
longed properly to the H. of C—, 
| though a long liſt of peers who had held 
it was produced, and though there wag 
ſcarce an inſtance of both the ſtaves be- 
ing together in that houſe. It was pre- 
tended, that the Noble Lord in queſtion 
was upon a har line, at the very time 
that Lord 8— nd Mr. C were 
ſecretaries of Fg The only argument 
urged, which required, and admitted of 
no anſwer, was the certainty of the re- 
ſolution taken; what was to follow, was 


a matter of perfect indifference to him, 
meditata 
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meditata illi ſunt omnia ſua incommoda. 


He foreſaw the reſignations which were 


to take place, and even haſtened them, 
as a means of uniting him to his cordial 


friend, the Earl of B—. Could he fore- 


ſee tao, that ſubmiſſion and acquieſcence 
in ——, who after having been in four 


* different eras of politics ſince June 


1765, had ſucceeded ſo far, even with 


the party which he was leaving, as by 
dint of intreaty to get their reſignations 
| poſtponed, and was fo fortunate a ſoli- 
citor for his family, as to ſecure for his 
— a high office, which he knew was 
ſo ſoon to be given up. The public will 
not therefore attribute the Earl of C—'s 
| preſent connexion and coalition to acci- 
dent, to a haſty compromiſe, for fear of 
letting in the enemy at the breach, but 


The æras alluded to, are, his coming in with 
Lord R—— m in July 1705; his ſiding v ith his 


Lordſhip in March 1766, in contradiſtinction to 
Mr. Pitt, when the D. of G 


reſigned, becauſe 
Mr. Pitt was not taken in; his remaining in office 
in July 1766, when Mr. Pitt came in, to which 


he certainly did not mean to contribute in March; 
and his inveterate permanency in place in Novem- 

ber 1766, when a ſignal diſgrace was inflicted on 
l thoſe wich whom he originally came in. 
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to every diviſion and ſubdiviſion of men 
amongſt us; and is there a diviſion or 
ſubdiviſion amongſt us, whom he has not 
| abuſed, deceived, inſulted, and deſerted? 
It may, perhaps, ſoon be his misfortune, 
that there is no new ſet of men for him 
to apply to, except indeed the Patago- 
nians: he muſt tread the old round, of 
_ Intreating, cajolling, awing, threatening, 


go _— DD bo 
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will impute it to what it really was, ſyſ- 


tem and deſign; and though he did not 
try this expedient till every other had 


failed him, though the Bedfords had pre- 


viouſly refuſed him, and the R——ms 
had deſerted him, he kept the friends of 
his old and truſty ally, the Earl of B=, 
as a bon bouche, to come at laſt and ſmooth. 
every difficulty. 
leaſt at his aſſerting, that he is not afraid 
to look the proudeſt connexions of this 
country in the face: the fact is, he has 
looked them all in the face; he has ap- 


1 do not wonder in the 


plied to, courted, intreated, made offers 


and proſcribing thoſe who have by turns 


already experienced every winding of his 
| temper. But what i is he now doing? Is 


there | 


1451 


there not one proud connexion, at which 


he does not look ſo ſtedfaſtly? His eyes 
have indeed been turned towards it late- 


ly, but in an oblique direction. This ſort 
of conduct reduces his friends to much 
the ſame dilemma, in ſpeaking of Lord 


B—, as the boy was in enquiring for 
St. Anne's Lane. In what ſeparate ſtate is 
Lord B's ſpirit now to he found? Is it with 
the happy, or the condemned ? Surely his 


55 Lordſhip muſt view the Great Earl with 
a moſt ſovereign contempt, clinging to - 


lucrative office, and calling to any odd man 


| thatis going by, to ſtrengthen his hold. 
What is to come next may not be eaſy to 
determine; but ſurely enough has been 
ſaid to ſhew the furtility of the Earl of 
C——'$ pretenſions to the ſupport of 
every well-wiſher to this country. His 
miniſtry was formed by faction, upon 
partial, Intereſted, and proſcriptive mo- 


tives, is ſupported by corruption, and the 


good humoured aſſiſtance of unwary paſ- 
ſengers. They act upon plans too expenſive 


for the ſtrength, and contrary to the in- 
tereſts of Great Britain. 
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[lh „ 1 8 Pheaſants, Partridges, and tame Rabbets; alſo- 


[| 1 Manner. Wich ſeveral other uſeful and curious 
© 104% 18 Particulars, Written by a Country Gentleman, 
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ſtructions for buying, breeding, and feeding of Cat- 
1 tle, Sheep, and Hogs, and for ſuckling Lambs; & 
WH: Deſcription of the particular Symptoms commonly 
5 2 attending the various Diſtempers to which Cattle, 
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* | ed Remedies; Directions for making the beſt But- 
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_ Methods of Stocking a Graſs Farm, with the par- 
is ticular Expence and Profits of each; how to pre- 
1 pare the Land, and ſow ſeveral Sorts of Graſs Seeds 
1. _ __ to Advantage; Directions for raifing proper Fodder 
3 for Cattle and Sheep; particular Inſtructions for 
ordering, breeding and feeding Poultry, Turkies, 
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5 larly the Letters of Mr. C—y to the Governors 


m America ; the Anſwers ; Repreſentations of the 


Board of Trade to the King, &c. &c. Price 38. 6d. 
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few Weeks, and are much eſteemed. 
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engraved. Price ony 28. _ and 28. 9d. 
with an Almanack. 


IV. Political eulen on the Deartivd of 


Proviſions, and high Price of Labour. In two 6 ů 
Parts. Price 28. 


V. The Trade and Navigation of Great Britain 


conſidered. By Joſhua Gee. To which are now 


added ſeveral intereſting Notes, and an Appendix 


concerning the Trade with Portugal. The whole 
carefully reviſed by a Merchant. Price 3s. bound. 


VI. Ogilvy's Book of the Roads improved; with 


2 Map. A new Edition, juſt finiſhed. Price 18. 6d, 


VII. The Hiſtory of the Minority, during the 


Years 1762, 17 4 1764, and 1765. Exhibiting 


the Conduct, Principles, and Views of that Party. 
A new Edition, den the Fourth, with ſeveral Ad- 
ditions. Price 58. bound, or 48. ſewed. | * 
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VIII. A Collegion of moſt este ning Political 
Letters which appeared in the public Papers, 2 
1763 to 1765. Price 28. 6d. bound. 

IX. A Collection of the moſt eſteemed and | in- | 


tereſting Political Tracts, which a 


the Years 1764, 1765 and 1766. 
Price bound 188. hs l 


peared during 
To Three Vols. 


The following Tracts are contained in theſe Volumes. | 
The Principles of the Changes 


Defence of the Minority in — 


Houſe of Commons, on the 


r relating to general 
arrants. 


Letter from Candor jun. = 
Letter on Libels, Warrants, &c. 


Beſt Edition, 
Lord Somers's Treatiſe on 
Grand Juries. 
P. Zenger, and W. 
Owen, for Libels. | 


N Right of Appeal to Juries in 


Cauſes of Exciſe, aſſerted. 


Officers for their Conduct in 
Parlament. 


| 


þ 


in 1765, Examined, 


Reply. | | 

Enquiry into the Conduct ot ; 
late Right Hon, Commoner, 

Examination of hisPrinciples,&e 

Reply to both, 

Addreſs to the People, on the 
Advantages ariſing from the 
frequentChanges of Miniſters, 

True Hiſtory of a late ſhort Mi- | 
niſtry. | 


{Short Confiderations: upon ſome _ 
Thoughts on the Diſmiſſion ot 


late Extraordinary Grants, 
A Speech againſt the Suſpending 
and Diſpenſing Prerogative, | 


Any of which may be had ſeparate. : 
X. A Collection of the moſt material Tracts : 


which lately appeared in Great Britain and America, 


on the Subjects of taxing the American Colonies, 
and regulating their Trade. 
148, bound. 


In Two Vols. Price 


The Pamphlets written by Mef. Otis, Dulgney, Dickenſon, Hows | 


a kins, &c. and the beſt per contra, are inciuded 5 in theſe Volumes, 


Any of theſe Tracts may be had alone; as may alſo the Pro» 5 


feſts againft the Repeal of the American Stamp-at, 


XI. The Debates of the Britiſh Houſe of "yy 


Boards, and 12s. bound. 


mons, during. the Years 1742, 1743, 1744, and 
In Two Vols. Octavo. Price. 108. bd. in 


XII. The Foreigners Guide, in French and Eng- 


only 28. 6d. bound, 


liſh; being a very proper Companion for every 
Stranger on his coming to London; containing a 
Deſcription of every Thing in that Cit 

Neighbourhood, worthy his Obſervation. 


and its 


